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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to the paper filed 9/28/2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 15. 17. 18. and 24-37 (renumbered as 1-17) . 

3. The drawings filed on 15 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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LUpon reconsideration, the restriction requirement has been dropped and all the 
claims have herein been allowed. The main reason these claims are being allowed is 
that the prior art does not disclose, teach or suggest the overall aspects of marking 
either a polycarbonate protective layer of a product or a polycarbonate product by 
introducing a tracing substance into the polycarbonate in amounts which will not affect 
the data stored on the product and manufacturing said (data) product, the tracing 
substance being indicative of product information. Given the language of the claims, it 
is rather clear that the product being made is a data product, or one that contains data. 
Also, the prior art does not show the aspects of either tracking or authenticating a data 
message which has been impregnated with a tracing substance comprising an isotope, 
such isotope being indicative of at least two of the listed parameters in instant claim 24. 
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